
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
Infrastructure Announcement – Stage 3 Funding 
On Monday May 18th Daniel Andrews announced a stimulus package 
for Victoria. Included in this was $1.18 billion for education. As part 
of this package there was the allocation of just over $8 million 
dollars to enable us to complete Stage 3 of our upgrade. This was 
fantastic news and Stage 3 is now expected to go to tender before 
the end of this financial year with demolition and construction 
starting later this year. This means a new STEAM centre (Arts, 
Technology and Science classrooms with a new Year 8 Centre). 

Student Successes 
Once again our VCAL program has been recognised for the success 
of one of our students. Elaya Carbone won the Outstanding Senior 
VCAL student for 2019 and she was asked to be the student 
speaker for the awards ceremony. This ceremony was conducted 
through a video conference and Elaya spoke very eloquently and 
impressed the dignitaries at the event. Well done Elaya. You 
thoroughly deserve your award with the effort and enthusiasm you 
have shown throughout your VCAL studies and congratulations to 
all her teachers who have supported her throughout her six years 
at the college. 

Daily Check In for Students 
As a college we are very conscious that we want to engage all our 
students in the learning program provided and now that we know 
the return dates for students it is even more essential that they 
get back into a routine. The Daily Attendance Check In not only 
assists with routine but also enables us to see if there have been 
any issues which we need to address. Please emphasize with your 
son/daughter the importance of completing this form on Compass 
each morning (located under the favourites menu). 

Pupil Free Day 
Next Monday 25th May has been declared a Pupil Free Day to 
enable the College to prepare for the staged return to face-to-face 
teaching. Classes will not run on this day either remotely or at the 
college.  

Return to face-to-face teaching 
Next week sees the Year 11 and 12 students return to the college 
for face-to-face teaching from Tuesday 26th May. Staff are excited 
to actually be able to see the students in their classes again as I 
am sure the students will be as well. If any VCE students have 
medical issues which will prevent them from returning they need 
to obtain a medical certificate so we can provide appropriate 
learning opportunities. If any Year 11 or 12 student is unwell on a 
day of a SAC they will need still need to obtain a medical 
certificate. If your son/daughter is feeling unwell please DO NOT 
send them to school (see Medical Health Officers advice below). 

Tuesday June 9th sees the return of the students in Years 7 to 10. 

It is expected that all students will attend the college for the 
continuation of their education. (see Medical Health Officers 
advice below) 
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Medical Health Officers advice 

Recommendations for schools 

• Given the continuing very low rates of community transmission of COVID-19, schools in Victoria 

can commence return to on-site provision. 

• Hand sanitiser should continue to be available and everyone should continue to protect 

themselves and prevent the spread of COVID-19 with effective hand hygiene. 

• Schools should put in place arrangements that enable physical distancing between adults in 

school and immediately outside the school, including in teaching and learning environments and 

staff facilities, as well as at times such as school drop-offs and pick-ups. 

• Any staff, children or young people who are ill should not attend school. 

 

For Monbulk College that means NO staff or students who are feeling unwell can attend, even if it 
is only a runny nose or a headache. Please be aware that this means CRT’s will take classes for 
absent teachers.  

Should your child become ill at the college you will be contacted immediately and asked to collect 
them. Please ensure that your contact details are up to date. 

Student drop off and collection can ONLY occur in the gym carpark. 

 Morning -  parents are to quickly drop off their students, remain in their car and de part 

immediately 

 Afternoon - please remain in your car and wait for your child to arrive.  

It is important that we follow the advice above and minimise contact between adults. 

The General Office will be open but is only to be accessed for urgent contact with the college. All 
other contact should be by phone or email. If you have an urgent need to attend the office please 
park in the staff car park and make your way directly to the office. 

Student Reporting 

The Department is providing all schools with updated guidelines on the changes required for 
Semester 1 reports to parents. The details of this will be provided in a later update on Compass. 
 

Margaret Uren 

 

The 2020 Presentation Ball 
The Presentation Ball has been postponed to Saturday 31st October.  

The dance lessons dates with Robert and Elizabeth Street are as follows: 

Time 3:30 - 5:30pm 

Tuesday 08th September   Tuesday 15th September 

Tuesday 22nd September  Tuesday 29th September 

Tuesday 06th October  Tuesday 13th October 

Tuesday 20th October  Monday 26th October 

Tuesday 27th October at the Grand On Princes 5:30 - 7:30pm 

All participants are to attend all dance rehearsals  

Kerrie Cotterell – Presentation Ball Coordinator 

 

Kerrie Cotterell 

Presentation Ball Coordinator  



 
 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Students have been working hard at home completing Food Technology work – cooking is a fun 
distraction during isolation. This has included Year 7 and 8 where students have been looking 
at food choices and making healthy snacks and afternoon tea items. Year 9 have been working 
hard on their Gingerbread Houses and developing meal design solutions, whilst year 10 are 
producing a range of healthy meal options and  international foods” 



 
 



 
 

Music News 

Despite our remote learning situation, I am very excited to announce that our Junior Band 
had their very first rehearsal via a video conference call.  There are many issues playing 
music over such a platform, the main being that due to internet connection speeds there 
is a latency or lagging issue. This means it is totally impossible to play as a band together 
at the same time. EXCEPT if the only purpose of the playing is to literally try to make a 
noise out of your instrument at the approximate same time as another player! Which is 
what we did. 

 

I loved seeing so many of our new year 7 musicians with their instruments ready to play 
(or at least make noise) with our band. Normally at the first band rehearsal for the year 
7s we buy them donuts. I’m sorry to all the year 7s that we obviously couldn’t do that this 
year. I am also sorry to all the parents of these young musicians, as I told the students 
that it was their task to take on to provide the donuts! 

 

We will continue to catch up remotely each Monday afternoon to maintain the social 
connectivity that playing music can bring and hopefully soon we will be able to make 
wonderful music together at the same time!  


