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Respect, Excellence, Responsibility

Principal’s Report
MOBILE PHONE BAN

You will have read in the media that from the start of 2020 mobile phones
which are brought to government schools must be placed in the students’
locker at the start of the day and remain there until the student is going
home. This includes the recess and lunch breaks.
As you would be aware the college already has a mobile phone policy which
requires students to not use their phones during class time and that should a
phone be seen or heard it is placed in the office and that on the third time
this occurs you, as a parent, must collect the phone from the General
Office.
To ensure we have a smooth start next year the college has decided to alter
its mobile phone policy from the start of Term Four this year. I would
encourage you as parents that unless your child needs the mobile phone for
safety reasons or for contact due to after school activities that your child
does not bring their phone to the college.
The changes we are making from the start of Term Four are that students
will be required to keep their mobile phones in their lockers during class
time. Any phones taken to class will be required to be handed in to the
General Office and our normal policy of parents collecting the phone after
the third time will remain in place. Should you need to contact your child
during the day you can ring the General Office and leave a message which
the monitors will deliver.
Student Successes
On Monday 29th July I had the
privilege of attending the Savour
Australia Awards for Excellence
and seeing Elaya Carbone
receive the Industry Award for
Apprentice Chef of the Year.
What an amazing achievement.

Congratulations are also extended to Charlie Horn who is a member of the 1st
Monbulk Scout Troop and has earned the Australian Scout Medal.

Wednesday 7th August
Year 8 Basketball

Congratulations to Laura McClelland who has been named in the 2019 NAB
AFL Women’s Under 18 All Australian Team. Well Done.

Friday 30th August
Year 7 Basketball

Last weekend saw our volleyball teams compete in the Victorian Schools
Cup. We had 10 teams compete and we won 5 medals –
Gold
Year 9 Boys
Silver
Year 7 Girls, Year 8 Boys and Year 10 Girls and
Bronze
Year 8 Girls.
Thanks are extended to the staff who have given up their time to coach the
teams and participate over the three days of the competition and especially
to Craig Smith who organised the event.

Tuesday 3rd September
Division Athletics
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World Challenge - Cambodia
Our students have returned and their stories are amazing. It was obviously a fantastic
experience for them. Thanks are extended to Narelle Gleeson and Fran Ibbott, who
accompanied the students. As part of this expedition the students worked with villagers to
enable 10 families within a village to have water available to their homes rather than having to
collect it from a well.
Curriculum Day Friday 9th August
Our Term 3 Curriculum Day which is a designated student free day, will occur on Friday 9th
August. Staff will spend the day planning for Semester 2 and will be unavailable for parent
contact.
Yarra Ranges Tech School (YRTS)
In August YRTS is hosting a community event for which they have been able to get some
fantastic speakers and leaders. Details of the event are included later in this newsletter and it
is an excellent opportunity for families or students with an interest in particular aspects of
science.
Presentation Ball
Saturday July 20th saw 15 couples presented to Loretta Goldsmith and myself at the second of
our two Presentation Balls. They all looked superb and it was a fantastic night. Thanks to Kerrie
Cotterell who organised the rehearsals and to Robert, the dance teacher, who ensured all the
students knew the four dances which looked very smooth on the night and to all the staff from
the college who assisted to ensure the night ran smoothly.
School for Student Leadership
Six of our students are now attending the School for Student Leadership’s Gnurad Campus. I look
forward to seeing them later this term as they develop their community project. The students
attending are Charlie Horn, Asta Hall, Amber Dingfelder, Lily Kawamura, Xander Koomen and
Luke Wallis. I hope you all enjoy the challenges with which you will be presented during this
term.
Building Upgrade - Stage 2 Progress
The second of our new buildings (Stage 2) is on target to be completed by the start of Term 4
provided there are no issues with the weather. The oval is now looking green but the grass still
needs a little more time before active games are able to be played without damaging the
surface. The concrete entry and path are being completed and the cricket pitch will be installed
sometime in the next month.
Margaret Uren

Parent Opinion Survey.
Dear families,
Many of you may have recently received an email from the college inviting you to
complete the 2019 parent opinion survey.
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education
and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school
climate, student behaviour and student engagement.
We value your input and will use the survey results to help inform and direct future
school planning and improvement strategies.
If you have received an email invitation please take the time to complete the survey.
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MEET ‘Sheldon aka Waddles’
OUR NEW PENGUIN
As part of a VCAL community project, Gabe and Bryce
set out to adopt a penguin for the school for the year.
To do this, they wrote away to obtain the pattern for
Little Penguins jumpers which have been used to help
rehabilitate penguins who have been caught in oil spills.
They then enlisted the help of teachers and friends to
knit these jumpers and acquired 33 little penguin
jumpers. Along with this, Gabe and Bryce baked
hundreds of penguin shaped cookies. The Senior
VCAL class then iced them and they were sold to
students and teachers.
The boys also organized for the Senior VCAL class to
attend Sea Life Aquarium to learn more about the
plight of the penguin.
In raising these funds, Gabe and Bryce have earned
enough money for Monbulk College to adopt a
penguin for the year. Sheldon is on display
in the front office.

Reminder to Year 9 and 10 Families:
2020 German and Japanese Tours
Information Evening
Wednesday, 31st July at 6.30pm in new Administration
building.
The meeting should last about 1 hour. Please attend if you are interested in either
tour. Application forms available on the night.
Contacts: Shani Vander-Young (German)
Fiona McNair / Sue Beasley / Vera Magila (Japanese)
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Digital Devices 2020
Recently, the college sought feedback from students, staff and the wider community on digital
device preferences for Year 7 students. Based on the feedback, the college will be
implementing a notebook (laptop) program for our 2020 Year 7 students. Devices used in the
program would be anticipated to have a lifespan of 3 to 4 years.
Students of other year levels are welcome to transition to a notebook computer when it is
appropriate. There is no requirement for students of Year 8 and 9 in 2020 to use a notebook but
they can transition to one if preferred. The college will continue its notebook program for our
senior school students.
The college is in the process of organising a website where parents can choose to purchase a
suitable device. When this is available, a link will be provided.
Detailed information will be provided to families of 2020 Year 7 students in the information
pack sent in August.
Our suggested minimum specifications are outlined below:
Mac
Any notebook model 2017 or later
Memory – 8 GB
Hard Dive – at least 256GB
Appropriate dongles/connectors to access USB, ethernet and HDMI
PC
Processor – 2.4GHz (2 core)
Memory – 8 GB
Display size – 13 inch (diagonal)
Run time (battery) – 8 hours
Hard Dive – at least 256GB
Maximum weight 2.5kg
If you have any questions regarding this, please email me.
Alan Butterley
eLearning Leader
butterley.alan.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
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BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS: Award-Winning In-School Theatre
Performances
Sticks & Stones - Year 7 and 8
On Monday 29th July Brainstorm Productions presented their student wellbeing program ‘Sticks
& Stones’ for all of our Year 7 and Year 8 students. Seen and enjoyed by over 1.7 million
students, Sticks & Stones is a fearless exploration of violence and aggression and its devastating
consequences.
The play is confronting and performed by two highly-trained actors, who as young role models,
can genuinely connect with the audience and make it clear that masculinity and violence are
NOT one and the same. The production encourages teenagers to re-think their views about
violence, abuse and controlling behaviour.
The performance is followed by an after-show discussion that examines student’s attitudes,
challenges stereotypes and aims to breakdown any pre-conceived ideas about violence being
acceptable. Sticks & Stones is part of our student wellbeing curriculum and the program has
been developed in consultation with teachers and psychologists as well as real-life student
experiences.
The methodology of the program is safe, supportive and non-judgmental and designed to
provide students with positive and useful tools that they can use in their everyday lives.
Brainstorm Productions is Australia’s largest educational touring theatre company. Brainstorm
Productions, visit their website at www.brainstormproductions.edu.au

Yarra Ranges Tech School Community Event
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ATHLETICS
Monbulk College
Champion House
1st Blue (Rivers) 833
2nd GOLD (Forest) 784
3rdGREEN(Valley) 623
4th Red (Ranges) 610

Age Champions
12-13 Years

Alvan Lawrence

Grace Belloni

14 Years

Ripleigh Hayes

Molly Hooper

15 Years

Quinlan Hayes

Michelle Schmidt

16 Years

Fam Data

Lily Carlin

17 Years

Max Lamers

Nikita Young

18-20 Years

Bailey Rutherford

Jomique Arcaro

6

MONBULK COLLEGE NEWS

Willkommen Oskar, Lilly and Smilla!
This term, Monbulk College welcomes 3 German exchange students from our
sister school the Schwerin Sportgymnasium.
They arrived at the end of Term 2 for a six week stay and since their arrival
have enjoyed experiencing many aspects of Australian life including
excursions to the Great Ocean Road, the Grampians, Sovereign Hill and
Puffing Billy.
They were also able to spend a few days up north which included snorkelling on the Great
Barrier Reef.
A huge thanks goes to the following 6 Monbulk families who are hosting the students during their
time in Australia: The Stephens family (Abby), Lourey family (Liam), Lynch- Clay family
(Braden), Watt family (Shae), Matthews family (Jack) and Slattery family (Joel).
Without the generosity of such families, these opportunities wouldn’t be possible.
In September, 12 Monbulk students will make a return visit, undertaking a one month tour of
Germany and its neighbouring countries including a week at the Schwerin Sportgymnasium
hosted by local families.

Shani Vander-Young

German Exchange Coordinator
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School for Student Leadership – Gnurad Gundidj Campus
A team of six Year 9 students: Amber Dingfelder, Asta Hall, Lily Kawamura,
Charlie Horn, Xander Koomen and Luke Wallis have left to spend Term 3 at the
Gnurad-Gundidj Campus of the School for Student Leadership in Glenormiston,
Victoria.
They will spend 9 weeks participating in this Victorian Department of Education
and Training initiative which offers a unique residential education experience for
year 9 students. The curriculum focuses the development of personal and
leadership skills as well as team learning projects sourced from students' local
communities. There is also a focus on a variety of outdoor education
opportunities.
Monbulk College wishes them well on this exciting adventure and Margaret Uren
and I look forward to visiting them soon at Gnurad Gundidj.
Shani Vander-Young
SSL Liaison Teacher
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Parent & Student Information Evening
Please join us to find out more about the G’DAY SPACE Tour

DATE:

Tuesday 30th July, 2019

TIME:

6:30pm (registration from 6:15 pm)

WHERE:

Monbulk College

ROOM:

Theatre

The G’Day Space Program provides students with the opportunity to travel to the Kennedy Space Centre,
and train as a real astronaut! You will have the opportunity to walk on Mars, as well as discover the physics
behind roller coasters. Time will be spent in Orlando, Anaheim and San Francisco.
Students travel as part of a supervised community group with a teacher as Group Leader. Representatives
from EWT will also be on tour.
The teachers co-ordinating this event, Ms Beathe and Ms Wollaston, will be in attendance at the parent
information evening, along with a representative from EWT who will explain the program in detail,
distribute application documents and answer any questions.
GROUP CONTACT: Ms Schenk – Email: schenk.naomi.h@edumail.vic.gov.au OR 9751 9000
EWT REPRESENTATIVE: Ms Michelle Laruccia – Email: michelle.laruccia@ewt.com.au OR 0447 494 067
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE ADVISE YOUR ATTENDANCE PRIOR TO THE MEETING
 We will attend the G’Day SPACE information evening
 We are unable to attend, but wish to be contacted with more information about G’Day SPACE
Student Name:
Parent Name:
Educational World Travel Pty Ltd

Year/Class:
Phone:
Educational World Travel Pty Ltd

ACN 006 888 179 ABN 22 006 888 179 Lic NO 31646 Lic NO 2TA 003733-NSW
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