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Year 7 Basketball  

Division Athletics 

Student Successes 
Congratulations are extended to  
Amelie of Year 7 who earlier in  
the year won the Victorian Title  
for Brasilian Jiu Jitsu in the 48kg 
division and this month won the 
Australian title.  
 

What a fantastic achievement. 
 
 
Music Camp 
Just over 50 students attended this camp and really enjoyed stretching 
their musical talent. This was showcased at a primary school on the last 
day and parents and students will be able to listen to their new 
repertoire at the Concert on Wednesday 28th August. Thanks are 
extended to all the music staff who attended the camp and to Roz 
Wilson for her organisation. 

 
Oxfam Walk 
On Thursday and Friday last week our Year 10 Advance students 
undertook a walk to raise money for Oxfam and appeared to enjoy the 
challenge. Thanks to Rose Carn, Emma Hyett and Steve Utting who 
supervised this event. 

 
German and Japanese Tours 
Our overseas tours depart at the end of this term for their chance to 
experience another culture and improve their language skills. I hope 
you all enjoy your travels. Thanks to the staff who are willing to travel 
with them. 

 
Pathways Planning 
Course counselling is well under way with the Year 10’s into Year 11 
completed on Friday 23rd August. Students in Year 9 are entering their 
preferences this Friday and their course counselling will occur in the 
last week of this term. The new Head Start program has offered an 
additional pathway for students in Years 11 and 12 and we anticipate 
approximately 12 students will undertake this option in Year 11 in 2020. 
The parent information nights have been well attended which has been 
pleasing as we want this process to be a three way conversation 
between the school, the student and the family. 

 
Student Progress Conferences 
Our Term Three conferences will be held on Wednesday 4th September 
between 4pm and 7pm to enable parents to check on the progress of 
their child. Interviews are brief (5 minutes) and if there are more 

significant issues to discuss parents should make a separate interview 
time. These interviews are again a three way conversation. 

mailto:monbulk.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Mobile Phones 
Parents are reminded that Monbulk College is an educational 
institution and as such mobile phones are not required in 
classrooms as we do not want students distracted from their 
learning. As from the start of Term 4 students will be required to 
place their mobile phones in their lockers during class time. Any 
phones which are on them in class will be placed in the office and 
our normal procedures for collection will apply. If your student 
does not have a lock on their locker then they should see Mel 
Albers in the sick bay to purchase one. Should their locker be 
unable to be locked they should see Mr Osborne to ensure it is 
repaired as phones need to be in a secure location. 
 
Building Progress 
At last Thursday’s site meeting I had the chance to tour the inside 
of the Stage 2 building which was very exciting. It is on track to 
be completed inside by the end of this term. The paving outside 
and the outside finish is weather dependent but should be 
finished ready for us to take occupancy at the beginning of Term 
Four. The oval works are also nearing completion and the grass is 
looking fantastic. The cricket pitch is currently being prepared 
and the nets behind the goal posts are expected to be erected in 
the second last week of this term. 
 
Margaret Uren 

 

 

Interim Reports and Student Progress Conferences 
 

Interim reports will be available to be viewed and downloaded at 
3:30pm Wednesday 28th August. 

Our Student Progress Conferences will be held on Wednesday 4th 
September, from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. 
 

These interviews will be the last formal opportunity for families to 
discuss progress of students completing a Unit 3/4 study and obtain 
advice from teachers how to best prepare for end of year exams and 
SACs. Please encourage students to attend with you, so they can get a 
chance to reflect on what they have achieved so far. 
 

To access reports and the Student Progress Conferences system, parents 
will need to log-in to Compass, monbulkcol-vic.compass.education 
 

The booking system will become available to families on Wednesday 
28th August, when reports are available.  
 

We look forward to having this valuable opportunity to discuss your 
student’s progress. 

 

Naomi Schenk 

Reporting Manager 



 
 

 

 

 

English News 
This year we ran a number of competitions in the English department. The first was to create 
a front cover that would be used to advertise our writing competition. We had a number of 
Year 7’s enter their creative images with five finalists: James O'Brien, Maeve Higgins, Fresa 
Caragatan, Gemma O'Brien and Charlotte Humphries.  Charlotte was awarded the overall win 
with her eccentric deer.  

 

It was wonderful reading the creative work for our annual writing competition. This year it 
had no theme and we had a number of entries from the junior school with a few entries from 
the senior. The finalists in the poetry division were Tom Donald, Caitlyn May & Camden 
McLean all in 8D. The winning poem was‘Road Trip’ by Tom Donald. 

For the short stories, finalists included Fresa Caragatan 7A, Keane Lawson 9B & Amy Archer 
9C in the junior division. The winning story ‘Our Safe Place’ was by Charlotte Humphries in 
7A.  

Eadie Arcaro 11A was a joint finalist in the senior division with Elaya Carbone’s story ‘Mouse’ 
(12S) being awarded first place.  

 

Road trip By Tom Donald 

Red dust rolls 

Below the expanding sky, 

Empty creek beds 

And dead trees pass by.  

It’s still morning 

We’ve been driving for hours, 

Nothing to see 

But a radio tower, 

An overturned car 

Doors hanging open, 

Smothered in graffiti 

Windows are broken. 

The roadside is littered 

With remnants of roos, 

An eagle circles 

Struggling to choose. 

We’ll be a little bit closer 

To home by tonight, 

But the road stretches out 

With no end in sight. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Safe Place 

By Charlotte Humphries 

A cold gust of wind blows through the cobbled streets of London, making swirls of misty dew 
that touch down on the exposed parts of my skin. I wrap my overcoat even tighter around 
me, and I stare at the starry sky above. It is a full moon tonight, and it reminds me of a night 
years ago, when my father and I rode our bikes up to Park Hill, and camped out under the 
huge chestnut trees. 

 

I can remember looking down upon the twinkling lights of London city. Thousands of bright, 

golden sparks flittering in the dark, made up of house lights, buildings and street lamps. We 
were too far away to see them properly, but I could just make out the shapes of cars, 
motorbikes and bustling crowds. The sounds of beeping horns and squealing tyres screeched, 
along with a hum of distant chatter and a frog croaking somewhere nearby. 

I remember my father saying to me “If you look hard enough, you will be able to see a face 
in the stars. That face will look out for you, even when I’m gone.” It was as if he knew 
something was going to happen to him. Three years later he passed away. 

 

Mouse 

Elaya Carbone (last paragraph) 

….Slowly descending down the string I start to see, a pointed little nose, a furry round body 
with two large ears holding on tightly with his tail. Rodents. Not in my restaurant. I have 
always baited mouse traps to keep them out and today I even used some of the gruyere. 
While I was waiting for the mouse to set off the mechanism to trap himself, I noticed it was 
wearing a little jacket. This must be someone’s pet, an extraordinary pet, because he 
managed to disable the mechanism on the trap and grab the cheese. With the cheese gripped 
between his little hands, he took a deep breath taking in the aroma of the gruyere. He gave 
a little dance, wiggling his bottom in excitement. He sat down and paused, then nibbled 
slowly at the cheese enjoying the simple pleasure. We both spent the next few moments 
finishing of our dinner of gruyere cheese in silence. Then as quick as he came, he was out 
the door again and lost to the night. I think tomorrow night I may cook a three-cheese souffle 
for dinner, to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Monbulk College 
Presentation Ball 2019 

On Saturday 20th July, the second of our Presentation Balls took place at 
Linley Estate, Kilsyth.  

Fortunately, the weather was kind to us, and our gorgeous couples had photos 
taken at the Boronia Arboretum before arriving in their Stretch Limousines 
at the entrance of Linley Estate. 

I do not know if the couples were more excited or extremely nervous but there 
was lots of chatter going on. Photographs were taken, a quick run through of 
the program, something to eat and after a few hiccups of girl’s shoes, boys’ 
socks, red soft drink and a very sick Riley, finally they were ready and 
waiting anxiously for their special night to begin.  

The evening commenced with our Master of Ceremonies Mr. Hyett 
introducing flower girl Olive Cotterell and pageboy Hunter Cotterell who 
escorted our Guest of Honour, Mrs Goldsmith and our Principal, Mrs. Uren to 
their presentation positions above the dance floor. 

Mr Hyett presented the couples one by one and how elegant and handsome 
they all looked. The many weeks of practice had certainly paid off as they 
danced the night away. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Chris Separovic for filling in for 
Riley Scott at the last moment, Alivia Dingfelder and Tallis Cape for their 
speech on behalf of all the students involved in the Presentation Ball and 
everyone who helped with the organisation of the Presentation Ball. I would 
especially like to thank Miss Schenk, Miss Trotter and Zarli Bartlett who 
helped each week with dance practices and Ms Macinnes for the fantastic 
photos. 

Kerrie Cotterell 

Presentation Ball Coordinator 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

VCAL News 
Last Tuesday our Foundation VCAL class spent the day in the city on the hunt for the ultimate 
burger. The Ultimate Burger Challenge was part of our Work Related Skills class and is just one 
of the fun ways that we can take learning outside of the classroom and tailored to students 
interests. Butchers Deli’s cheeseburger with house smoked bacon was the winner! Burger Project 
and Royal Stacks were not far off though.  

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

SPORT News 
Year 8 Division Basketball 
What a day! Well done to all 4 teams who 
played and thanks to our Yr 9 & 10 coaches 
and to Jade Hyett who coached the A boys 
team. 3 teams made the final, 2 runners up 
including B boys in overtime. Congratulations 
to our A boys who won all games including 
beating Lilydale A 22-18 in the final to become 
Division Champions and qualify for the Eastern 
Region finals on 25th October 
Go Monbulk! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Girls Eastern Region Soccer 

Well done to the girls for winning their Division day 

and then making it all the way to the final of 

Eastern Region. Super effort girls.  

Thanks to Vienna for coaching the girls on the day. 

 

 

 

Up-Coming 

Year 7 Basketball  

Friday 30th August at Knox Basketball Stadium in Boronia. 
We have entered two boys and two girls teams  
Students need to wear full school uniform on the day. 
Bring black PE shorts and we will bring school basketball singlets. 
Parents please consent and pay on Compass. 

Division Athletics 

Tuesday 3rd September 
Congrats to all who qualified (about 80 students 7-12) 
Parents please consent on Compass ASAP 
Full school uniform on the day 
See Mr Utting with any questions 
Go Monbulk ! 



 
 

 

MUSIC CAMP 
2019 

 

How amazing are our Music 
Students! 
 

We have just spent 3 days with 
arguably the best students in the 
school on a Music Camp at Fern 
Gully Lodge in Healesville. 
 

These young musicians were so 
respectful of each other, working 
alongside students of all year levels 
in the school and taking part in 
activities that stretched them from 
their own comfort zones.  
 

We welcomed Justine Pratt to our 
camp for a musical theatre 
workshop. Justine has performed in 
shows such as Cats, Aladdin, South 
Pacific, The Addams Family and 
much more. She took the students 
through an acting workshop, taught 
them a song from The Addams 
Family and then spent an hour 
working with them on the dance 
movements for that song from the 
show. Although this was not exactly 
what our young musicians imagined 
themselves doing on a music camp, 
they took it in their stride and 
performed brilliantly! 
 

The students worked tirelessly over 
the three days and we were able to 
showcase the work we’d achieved 
by performing at Healesville 
Primary School on Wednesday. The 
primary school children loved the 
performances and we can’t wait to 
show all of our own friends and 
family the pieces we’ve been 
working on at our own school 
concert. 
 

The annual music department 
concert will be on Wednesday 28th 
August, 7pm. Adults $6 Students $3 
Family $15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
Update on Year 9 Team 

This year, Monbulk College was invited to send a team of six Year 9 students to the Gnurad-
Gundidj Campus of the School for Student Leadership. The team is spending all of Term 3 at 
this campus, undertaking a different kind of school term. Emphasis is on personal development 
and team learning projects as well as outdoor education activities.  

Last week, I had the pleasure of visiting our team Lily, Charlie, Xander, Luke, Amber and Asta. 
All are loving their experience so far, specifically mentioning how much they are enjoying the 
new friendships and supportive environment. They added that there is a strong sense of 
community because everyone wants to be there. 

Each student has experiences they have particularly enjoyed. Whilst at Gnurad, they have 
undertaken two overnight expos and all have loved the challenges and problem solving 
involved in this, such as crossing a river on a raft, which they had to build. 

Some other highlights are: 

Charlie –  hiking along the Great Ocean walk 

Asta  -   just being here and the camping expo 

Amber –  Local Learning Project day  – creating an activity and then teaching it to primary 
school kids  

Xander -  scuba diving  

Luke – bridge building over a river using wooden posts and ropes 

Lily – going to the wild life reserve at Tower Hill  

Current Year 8 students will be offered this opportunity during Term 4 next year at the Alpine 
Campus at Dinner Plain. An information evening will be held early next year. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


