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      RESPECT, EXCELLENCE, RESPONSIBILITY 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Staff 
 

Principalôs Report 
 

Student Drop Off 
Parents are reminded that if they wish to drop their students 

off and collect them in the College grounds this must be done 

via the entry to the College gymnasium. Please do not drop 

students off by entering the staff car park as this causes a 

traffic hazard for both staff and students in the morning and 

afternoon. 
 

World Teachers Day 
World Teachersô Day will be celebrated throughout Australia 

on Friday October 30th. The day commemorates the signing 

of the 1966 UNESCO Recommendation of the Status of Edu-

cation Personnel. The day recognises the time and effort put 

in by teachers to provide a quality education. Monbulk Col-

lege Council are planning to make a special thank you to 

staff on behalf of parents on the day and I would like to take 

this opportunity to say thank you to the staff for the time and 

effort they put in to making the learning environment at 

Monbulk stimulating and challenging for students. 
 

Bushfire Emergency Planning 
With the 2009/2010 Bushfire Season rapidly approaching 

DEECD have notified schools that on a Code Red Fire Dan-

ger Rating Day government schools identified as being at 

high fire risk will be closed. This means Monbulk College 

will be closed on these days. Where possible the DEECD 

will provide up to 3 days notice of a planned closure, how-

ever, the notice could be shorter. Notices will be sent home 

with students as soon as the DEECD indicates that we will be  

sent home with students as soon as the DEECD indicates that 

we will be closed and closed schools will be published on the 

DEECD website (www.education.vic.gov.au).  
 

PLEASE NOTE: once a decision has been made to close the 

College this WILL NOT change regardless of changes in 

weather forecast.  This is to ensure there is no confusion for 

parents, students and staff.  On days when the college is 

closed families need to make alternative arrangements for 

their children and ensure they are not left at home by them-

selves. 
 

On other days, when your family fire plan would mean that 

you would leave your home or would not be sending your 

child to the College, please notify the office so we can accu-

rately record your childôs absence from the College 
 

Schools First award 
Congratulations are extended to Loretta Goldsmith and her 

team who successfully applied for a Schools First Impact 

Award. Schools First is a fantastic new initiative this year 

which aims to improve outcomes for young people. Schools 

First is brought about through the National Australia Bank in 

partnership with the Foundation for Young Australians and 
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the Australian Council for Educational Research. It builds 

on the increasing recognition that the task of raising young 

people who are resilient, enquiring, adaptable and well-

adjusted rests on the shoulders of the entire community. 

Monbulk College in partnership with the CFA and Swin-

burne TAFE have been successful in obtaining an Impact 

Award of $50,000 from Schools First to further develop our 

program and partnership which has seen some of our past 

students assist this year on Black Saturday working as vol-

unteer fire fighters with the CFA. The College is excited by 

the opportunities that this grant offers us to further enhance 

and engage students within the Dandenong Ranges network 

and to provide for an extended range of people to contribute 

to student learning and improved student outcomes. 
 

Year 12 Final Events 
Last week saw all our Year 12 students undertake practice 

examinations to prepare them for their final exams which 

commence on Friday October 30th. All students should 

check their exam timetables and ensure they arrive at the 

college prior to the starting time so that they can prepare 

themselves and not worry about being late. I look forward 

to seeing a wide range of ñcharactersò on Wednesday and 

invite our Year 12ôs to attend a special morning tea with 

staff. Thursday will see them off on their mystery tour. I 

wish them all the best for the upcoming examinations and 

look forward to the Year 12 presentation evening. Can I 

take this opportunity to thank Louise Sverns (Year 12 Coor-

dinator) and Eric Markham (Assistant Principal ï Senior 

School) and all the Year 12 teachers for the time and effort 

they have put into ensuring these students successfully 

complete their VCE. 
 

Art and Technology Show Opening 
Next Monday, October 26th, will see the opening of the An-

nual Art and Technology Show. The College walls are al-

ready starting to be transformed in preparation for this exhi-

bition. I look forward to seeing students and their families 

at the opening between 6 and 8pm. 
 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Tuesday November 3rd is Melbourne Cup Day. As many 

parents do not work on the Monday prior to Cup Day and 

use this time to take an extended break, the College com-

bines classes on this day. Arrangements for the day will be 

sent home next week with the newsletter. 
 

Student Achievements and Staff Successes 
Congratulations are extended to Josh Logan, Bailey 

Webb, Bonnie Munday and Sam Wines who all won 

medals at the Eastern Zone Athletics carnival. Josh is com-

peting today in the Long Jump at State Level and everyone 

at Monbulk wishes him well. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au
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Cassie Guelen and Ellie Davis, both in Year 7, won 

family passes to Zoos Victoria as part of the Save the 

Bilby campaign and Paul Wilson and Yolande van 

Oosten won medals at the Teacher games during the 

Term 3 vacation. 
 

Spring Concert 
Last Tuesday evening saw our Instrumental Music stu-

dents present the annual spring concert. A most enter-

taining night was provided by the students and it is al-

ways a pleasant surprise to see the skill development 

that has occurred during the year. Well done to every-

one involved and again can I take this opportunity to 

thank the staff involved in this program and the par-

ents who support it. 
 

Burrinja Performing Arts Centre  
At the last College Council meeting a letter was re-

ceived regarding a Public Fund which has been set up 

to enable the new theatre to purchase the necessary 

equipment to make it fully functional. Details about 

making donations to the fund can be found at 

w w w . b u r r i n j a . o r g . a u / c o m mu n i t y / C o n t e n t /

supporting_burrinja.htm. The College intends to move 

its Presentation Night to this venue as soon as it is 

completed rather than have to travel off the mountain 

as we currently do and so College Council has ap-

proved an additional free dress day in Term 4 where 

the gold coin donations will be given to the Burrinja 

Performing Arts Public Fund. 
 

Childrenôs Week 
Childrenôs week will take place from 24th October to 

1st November and there are more than 150 free events 

statewide including two major family fun days. Mel-

bourne Zoo Family Fun Day ï Sunday Oct 25th from 

10am ï 3pm. Entry is free for children 15 years and 

under. Melbourne Museum Family Fun Day ï Sunday 

1 November from 10am ï 5pm. For more details go to 

www.education.vic.gov.au/childrensweek. 

 

Margaret Uren 

Principal  
 

Working Bee Thank You 
A very big thank you to the following families who 

attended our last working bee.  Tracey, Connor and 

Amber Enright, Adrian Horsburgh, Deborah and 

Hannah Radford, Jenni, Craig and Shikira 

Fletcher, Ben and Katerina Bentley, Helen Macali-

ster, Susan and Paul Birch, Peter and Margaret 

Uren, Eric Markham and Tony Hylard .  A special 

thank you to Craig Fletcher for bringing along his 

Dingo which made the spreading of mulch a much 

easier task.  As always a magnificent morning tea was 

provided by Patricia Rambaldo. 
 

School Based Apprenticeships and Trainee-

ships Employers Needed! 
 

The Intermediate VCAL students for 2010 have re-

cently completed their orientation program for accep-

tance into the atEAST School Based Apprenticeship 

and Traineeship program. 

The task now is to find employment for our 35 pro-

spective trainees. There are many government subsi-

dies available for employing a school based student in 

this program. Most require only 13 hours a week of 

gainful employment. 
 

Can you help? 
 

We need employers for students interested in: 
 

Á Automotive 

Á Building and Construction 

Á Horticulture 

Á Landscape Gardening 

Á Hairdressing 

Á Beauty 

Á Interior Design 

Á Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 

Á Information Technology 

Á Aged Care 

Á Animal Care 

Á Vet Nursing 

Á Butcher 

Á Office and Business Administration 

Á Baker 

Á Sport and Recreation 

Á Hospitality (Front of House) 

Á Jeweller 

Á Multi Media. 
 

If you can help or would like additional information 

please call Loretta Goldsmith at the College on 9751 

9043. 
 

BUSHFIRE AWARENESS 

Monbulk College has, within its VCAL program, run 

the Certificate II in Public Safety Course (Firefighting) 

since 2005. This program has been a beneficial and 

supportive partnership between the College, EST 

(Emergency Services Training) Swinburne, Monbulk 

CFA, The Shire of Yarra Ranges, The OELLEN (The 

Outer East Local Learning and Employment Network) 

and various community groups.  
 

To further enhance this partnership and assist other 

local schools to implement our program, Monbulk 

College applied for a schools first grant ï Impact 

Award. We were delighted to be announced as a local 

winner receiving a $50,000 grant. We are now in the 

running for the State Award which will be announced 

on October 22nd.  
 

A part of our program is about community safety. We 

recently conducted a survey at school about Home Fire 

Safety Plans and the results were quite concerning. 
 

Over 80% of our students indicated that they did 

not have a Home Fire Safety Plan or were unaware 

of one.  
 

Last week was Fire Action Week; the CFA is encour-

aging us to Prepare, Act, Survive. There was plenty 

of reference material provided in the local papers, 

daily media publications and on the TV. We have at-

tached the latest FireReady sheets from the CFA to 

this newsletter.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childrensweek
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Given our student survey responses we encourage you 

to talk to your family about Bushfire Safety and con-

sider that óyourô risk is determined by your local envi-

ronment, the weather and the vegetation. Consider the 

following: 
 

¶ Do you live near a National or State park? 

¶ Are there paddocks in your area? 

¶ Are you surrounded by grasslands? 

¶ Do you live in or close to a forest? 

¶ Do you live adjacent to a large park or reserve? 
 

If you answered YES to any of these questions then 

you and your family could be at risk of bushfire 

this summer and you need a Bushfire Survival 

Plan. 
 

The CFA have developed some excellent resources for 

families and the community regarding safety plans, 

understanding your environment and risk assessment 

tools. These can be accessed at www.cfa.vic.gov.au . 

The College encourages you to study this information. 

A summary of this includes: 
 

Summary 

¶ Understand the environment in which you live. 

¶ If you live near bush, grassland or the coast you 

may be at risk from bushfire. 

¶ Remember you donôt need to live in the bush to be 
at risk of bushfire. Suburban areas are at risk as 

well. 

¶ Several factors influence the risk of bushfire in 

your area including vegetation, weather, popula-

tion and vehicle access. 

¶ The type of vegetation around you will affect your 

bushfire risk. Bushfires in grass will burn and 

spread quickly, however will be less intense. 

Bushfires in a forest will burn slower than in 

grass; however they will be more intense. 

¶ The drier and taller the grass the higher the bush-

fire risks. 

¶ The denser the undergrowth in a forest and more 

difficult it is to see through the more intense a 

bushfire will be. 

¶ There are four types of forest: tall forest, medium 

forest, low forest and woodland 

¶ Medium forest and tall forest tend to be far denser 

with more undergrowth and are therefore a higher 

bushfire risk. 

¶ Low forest and woodlands are still at risk of bush-

fire, but fire will be less intense. 

¶ Coastal scrub is a high bushfire risk as it burns 

very hot and fast. 
Consider the environment in which you live and the 

vegetation that surrounds you. 
 

 

 

 

New Government Procedures for Schools 
The Government has also implemented new school 

procedures: Care Closures  
Schools and childrenôs services that have been identi-

fied as being at high fire risk will close on days de-

clared a Code Red Fire Danger Rating Day. Bus routes 

and off-site activities such as excursions, school camps 

and outdoor activities may also be cancelled or 

changed. 

Where possible, up to 3-days notice of a planned clo-

sure will be provided; parents and carers should, how-

ever, expect that in some instances fewer than 3-days 

notice may be provided. 

Advice will be provided to you directly by your 

school, kindergarten, child care centre or family day 

care; you can also check the DEECD website for daily 

updates. 

The final decision to close your school or children's 

service will be confirmed no later than midday the day 

before the planned closure.  

Once the decision to close is confirmed, this will not 

change ï regardless of any changes in the weather 

forecast. This will help limit confusion and help your 

family plan for how your children will be cared for 

when their school, kindergarten or child care service is 

closed. 

When a school or children's service is closed for bush-

fire, no staff will remain on site. 
 

School Bus Transport 
On high risk days, school bus routes that pass through 

high risk areas may close. Information on changes to 

bus routes or cancellation of services will be provided 

by your school and via the DEECD website. 
 

Off -site Activities 
The safety of studentsô and staff is paramount and off-

site activities may be cancelled, postponed or relocated 

if faced with the threat of bushfire. 

Off-site activities include any activity undertaken by 

staff and children away from their normal school facil-

ity. This can include: 

Camps  

Field trips  

Sporting activities  

Training or conferences for staff  
 

Attention Parents of Students Who Will be in 

Year 8 in 2010 
It has been a tradition at Monbulk College that stu-

dents in Year 8 travel to Canberra for a week as a part 

of their studies in Humanities.  While in Canberra, stu-

dents explore what it means to be an active citizen in 

Australiaôs democratic processes. This camp based ex-

cursion is subsidised by the Federal Government by 

approximately $20 - $30.00 per head. This is factored 

into the cost of the camp. At the time of writing, the 

continued availability of this funding has yet to be 

confirmed. 
 

The details of the program that students will undertake 

while in Canberra are still to be confirmed but it will  

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
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be similar to the program that was followed in 2009, 

which is listed below. 

Dates:  Monday May 3rd 2010 to Friday May 7th. 

Day One ï   Travel to Canberra 

Day Two ï   National Museum, National Capital  

 Exhibition, Australian Institute of Sport 

Day Three ï Embassies Drive, High Court of Australia

 Parliament Houses (Old and New) 

Day Four ï  National Sound and Film Archive,  

 Australian War Memorial, Questacon 

Day Five ï   Travel home 
 

Costs 

The five day excursion includes travel, accommoda-

tion, most meals and entrance to most attractions. 

Spending money is not included. 
 

Total Cost: - $460.00 per student. A reservation has 

been made for a maximum of 60 students. 
 

In order to assist parents and guardians to plan/budget 

for this program, a schedule of dates for staggered 

payments is provided below.   
 

2009 

Week ending: 

Friday October 30th   $50.00 (non refundable 

    deposit) 

Friday November 20th  $50.00 

Friday December 4th  $50.00 
 

2010 

Week ending:  

Friday February 5th  $50.00 

Friday February 26th  $100.00 

Friday March 19th  $100.00 

Friday April 16th  $60.00 
 

Community Announcements 
 

Monbulk Fun Run 2009  
óRun to the Gô 
 

DATE:  Sunday 22nd November 

PLACE:  Start / Finish ï Monbulk Cricket Ground 

ï   Moores Rd, Monbulk 

TIME:  8.00 ï 8.30 registration for a 9.00am 

  start (sharp) 

COST: $20 (for charity and bacon/eggs/fruit 

  breakfast afterwards) 

CONTACT:  Kelly Utting (0402 067 829 /  

  kellyembellish@hotmail.com) 

This is a 8km run/ walk around the scenic roads of 

Monbulk starting and finishing with a lap of the 

mighty óGô (Monbulk Cricket Ground). The circuit 

takes you along David Hill Rd, down Cavey Rd, left to 

the end of Old Emerald Rd, up and over Moores Rd 

and into the MCG.  
 

The money raised will go to óMS Australiaô.  

After you finish your run / walk , there will be a bacon 

and eggs  / fruit breakfast cooked by the boys from the 

Monbulk Cricket Club. There will also be tea / coffee 

provided and other drinks which can be purchased in 

clubrooms. 

Medallions / Prizes for: first male / female ï open 

age, first male / female U18, first mum or dad with a 

pram and more.  See you on the 22nd.   

Monbulk College Presentation Night: 
This will be held on Thursday 3rd December, this 

year.  
 

It will be at the George Woods Performing Arts Centre 

in Ringwood East. The evening will begin at 7.30pm, 

but students receiving awards will be asked to be there 

by 7pm. 
 

All students will be required to wear full College uni-

form and to sit in designated Year level areas.  

Once again we are particularly requesting that families 

do not leave until the end of the evening. It is a distur-

bance when people leave during the program. Accord-

ingly, we are again keeping the program short: it is 

anticipated that the evening will finish by 9.30pm. 

Please put the evening on your calendar now. 
 

Many families will be wondering whether their stu-

dent is receiving an award this year. Some of the 

awards cannot be determined until the week before 

the Presentation Night. Some families will receive 

their letter as late as Monday 30th November.  
 

Fran Ibbott  

Community Liaison   

& Transition Manager 

 Yarra Valley Railwayõs 

Halloween Ghost Train  
 

Friday 30 th & Saturday 31 st Oct.  
 

Trolley rides $22 or $18 conc. Dinner & Trolley 
ride $38 or $34 conc. 
 

Fri   - Dinner 8pm with ride at 9pm. Ride only at 
 8pm, 10pm, & 11pm. 
Sat  - Dinner at 8pm with ride at 9pm.  Ride 
 only at 7pm, 10pm & 11pm. 
 

8pm Friday and 7pm Saturday Ride Only suit-
able for families with younger children.  Not 

recommended for U5 yo. 
 

Take the Ghost Train if you Dare 
 

For bookings or more information call  
Patricia on 0400171657  

Uniform Shop News 
 

Sports Uniform 

The College is phasing in a new sports uniform as of 

2010 and this will be compulsory for Year 7 students 

in 2010. 
 

However, current students will be able to wear the 

existing uniform until they finish their schooling at 

the College. 
 

We are offering a 15% DISCOUNT on existing uni-

form to current students effective immediately.  

Please put in orders at the Office or directly to the 

Uniform Shop on Mondays between 9.00 am and 

1.00 pm. 
 

Please note that the Uniform Shop will NOT be 

open on Cup Eve, Monday November 2nd. 
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MONBULK COLLEGE  
 

PROCESS FOR SECONDHAND BOOKS FOR 2010  
 

 
 
Á Only texts on the attached sheet will be accepted for sale as Secondhand Books for 2010 
 
Á Please check that you have the correct edition. 
 
Á Year 11 and 12  students can deposit books to sell for 2010 in the library, starting Friday 

November 1 3th. 
 
Á Year 7-10 students are to hand in their books to sell to Room 30  on Friday  December 4 th. 
 
Á Please make sure you fill in the forms correctly and that they are checked and recorded by 

the appropriate person.  Do not just leave them there.  
 
Á Please make sure that the CD is included in the relevant text book. 
 
Á Fill in a separate identification sheet for each text and STICKY TAPE  or lightly GLUE it on the 

inside front cover of the text. 
 
Á Fill in the Master Sheet. 
 
Á On the Master Sheet, you need to make clear if m onies will be credited to your College 

account or a cheque is required .   
 
Á Books will be sold at 50% of Retail Price.  The College will take 25% commission on the total 

monies. 
 
Á Choose your books carefully, no refunds will be given.  
 
Á Secondhand books will be available at the College for purchase on Saturday December 5th 

from 9am to 12pm  in Rooms 30 & 32 , then during school hours from Monday December 
7th  to Friday  December 11 th in Room 8 .  On the Saturday sale, cash, cheque or credit card 
is accepted in separate queues. Note that cash will allow a speedier exit with books. 

 
Á 2010 Booklists must be handed into the Office for Concept Books by Friday December 1 1th  
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY UNSOLD SEC ONDHAND BOOKS NOT COLLECTED  ON 
DECEMBER 17TH WILL BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE COLLEGE . 
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SECONDHAND BOOK LIST 2010 

TITLE  COST ($) 

Access & Justice 9th Edition - Beazer 33 

Atlas 25 

Collins Easy Learning German Dictionary 11 

Collins German Dictionary 37 

Convict Boy ï Tom Appleby 7 

Design and Technology Units 1 to 4 ï Livett OôLeary 20 

Food Solutions 3 & 4 2nd Edition ï Heath Etal 30 

German Grammar 3rd Edition ï Schamus Outlines 16 

Heinmann Chemistry Two 4th Edition 33 

Heinmann Maths Zone 7 VELS and Enhanced ï Coffey 26 

Heinmann Maths Zone 8 VELS and Enhanced ï Coffey 26 

Heinmann Maths Zone 9 VELS and Enhanced ï Coffey 26 

Heinmann Maths Zone 10 VELS and Enhanced ï Coffey 28 

Heinemann Physics 12 2nd Edition 35 

Holes ï Louis Sachar 8 

Humanities Alive 3 27 

Humanities Alive 4 27 

Insight English Yr 11 2nd Edition 22 

Insight English Unit 3 & 4 22 

Justice & Outcomes 10th Edition 33 

Kodanshaôs Furigana Eng-Jap/Jap-Eng Dictionary 45 

Legal Notes 3 & 4 10 

Literature For Senior Students 20 

Live It Up 1 2nd Edition 35 

Live It Up 2 2nd Edition 35 

Macbeth ï Oxford School Shakespeare 6 

Money, Markets and Citizenship VELS 6 24 

Musicianship & Aural (Solo and Group) 2nd Edition 12 

Nature of Biology Book 1 3rd Edition 35 

Nature of Biology Book 2 3rd Edition 35 

Night ï Elie Weisel 12 

Oxford Australian Schoolmate File Dictionary 7 

Oxford Australian Schoolmate File Thesaurus 7 

Oxford German Mini Dictionary 6 

Parvana ï Deborah Ellis 8 

Pocket Music Dictionary ï Hal Leonard 5 

Psychology VCE Units 3 & 4 3rd Edition - Grivas 33 

Romeo And Juliet ï Insight Shakespeare Series 11 

Science Edge 3 25 

Science Edge 4 25 

Study Guide Questions VCE PE 5 

The Rug Maker Of Mazair ï E Sharif 12 
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 JAPAN TRIP 2010 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

A trip to Japan is planned for September, 2010.  The itinerary usually includes a week of travel 

around Japan to places such as Hagi, Hiroshima, Miyajima, Tokyo and Kyoto.  This is followed by a 

two week home stay with families of our Sister School, Ujiyamada Commercial High School.   

Students participate in a number of excursions and classes organized by the school.  The cost will 

depend on the number of participants, currency rates and accommodation costs which vary from year 

to year.  In 2009, the cost was approximately $3400.00, including plane fares, insurance, accommo-

dation (with breakfast and dinner) for one week, a Japan rail pass and departure taxes. 

  

Students interested in the trip, should complete and forward  the following information  to  

Mrs. Magila by 30th October 2009.  A deposit of $500.00 must be paid to the general office by 30th 

November 2009.  Final payment is due in June 2010.   Further details will be provided at an  

Information Evening in 2010. 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ Homegroup:   _________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Postcode: ________________________   Phone number: __________________ 

 

Reason for wanting to go to Japan: ____________________________________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Are you prepared to attend all lunchtime and after school-meetings to prepare for the trip? 
 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Do you have a talent in (please circle): 
 

  Singing  Dancing  Musical Instrument  Other 
 

 

Signature of parent / guardian : ______________________ Date:  ____________ 

 

 

 

 


