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      RESPECT, EXCELLENCE, RESPONSIBILITY 
 

Achievement Awards Ceremony 
This Friday will see students at the College who have 

achieved in the top 20% of their year level receive their 

awards for both excellence and effort in Semester 1 at the 

Achievement Awards Ceremony. The awards are always a 

delightful way to end a week as we share a positive 

experience as a community. Family, friends, students and 

staff will be able to treasure the successes of our current 

students which is the purpose of the partnership we share in 

educating young people. Invitations to the ceremony on 

Friday are sent via the mail. 
 

New Science Centre 

As indicated in last week’s newsletter Monbulk College has 

been privileged to receive funding from the Rudd 

Government of $1.97 million to build a new Science centre. 
 

The construction of this new 21st Century learning space 

will commence in 2009 and the project will be managed by 

a project manager appointed by the Department. Staff and 

students at the College are looking forward to the potential 

of the new space which includes four learning spaces, a 

large Science prep room, a collaborative space and an 

outdoor learning area. 
 

German Exchange 

The students from Germany have arrived and are now 

staying with their host families and attending the College. 

Thanks to Mr Paul Wilson and Ms Shani Vander Young 

who have organised the exchange. A number of one day 

trips and an excursion to the Sunshine Coast have been 

planned for the students who introduced themselves at the 

whole school assembly on Wednesday July 15th. Thank you 

to the families who are hosting students. 
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Dates to Remember:  
 

Tuesday 21st July   Keys Please Forum 7.00 pm  
Thursday 23rd July  Free Dress Day  
Friday 24th July   High Achievers Ceremony  
Monday 27th July   Year 10 into 11 Information  
    Night 7.30 pm  
Friday 31st July   VCE Snowboarding  
Fri 7th - Sun 9th July  Victorian Schools Volleyball Cup  

Final Term Two Events 

Term Two finished with the Year 10 Dance where our 

Year 10 students managed a formal occasion well and 

obviously enjoyed the opportunity to practise what they 

had learnt in class. At the same time the Year 7’s were 

celebrating completing their first semester at the College 

and were able to show parents and past teachers how far 

they have come and the work they have produced. 
 

Semester reports were also distributed on the last day of 

term and all parents should now have the reports. If you 

have not received yours please contact the College. 
 

Margaret Uren 

Principal. 
 

Year 12 Top 10 

Academic 
 Emily Simek 

 Chloe Royle 

 Sam Rogers 

 Brooke Northey 

 Rose Faragher 

 Pat Holmes 

 Jack Youlten 

 Lachlan Urqhuart 

 Nick Swan 

 Jordan Currie 

Personal Excellence & Effort 
 Madi Rayner 

 Craig Turner 

 Judy Neilson 

 Samantha Morrow 

 Charlie Goiris 

 Lola Fowler 

 Hayley Farr 

 Margaret Ekins 

 Kurt Ebert 

 Lachlan Downing 

 Imogen Cowell 
 

Young Endeavour Youth Scheme 

Expand your horizons 
If you would like to be challenged and have an adventure 

then a voyage onboard Australia’s national sail training 

ship the Young Endeavour may be for you. It is your 

chance to experience an incredible 11 day voyage on a 

tall ship, exploring Australia’s coast. No sailing 

experience is necessary. You must be at least 16 years 

old.  To apply you need to visit the website at 

www.youngendeavour.gov.au  or call 1800 020 444.  

Applications close on 31 August 2009 

VCE Premiers Awards 
Each year the Premier of Victoria makes awards to the 

very top students in each subject.  
 

With nearly 50,000 students undertaking VCE these 

prestigious awards recognise the students from across 

the State who have shown themselves to be the highest 

achievers in each subject (must be one of the top 5 stu-

dents in the study). 
 

This morning I attended the awards along with Fran 

Ibbott to see Emily Simek (Art) and Andrew Simmons 

(VET Multi-Media) receive their Premier’s Awards. 

What an absolutely fantastic achievement by these two 

students. It is exciting for any college or student to re-

ceive one award but to receive two awards in the one 

year has been a real privilege and shows what our stu-

dents can do.  
 

Congratulations to the students, the teachers and their 

families who supported them on their journey. 

http://www.youngendeavour.gov.au
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2009 Semester One ñExcellence and Effort 

Awardsò Achievement Awards Ceremony - 

Friday 24th July 

Last term every classroom teacher nominated the 3 

most excellent students and the 3 who made the most 

effort in their class. Many students in the College re-

ceive at least one award for one of their subjects.  
 

Students who receive multiple awards that place them 

in the top 20% of students for their year level, will 

have their certificates presented to them at a special 

ceremony on Friday 24th July.   
 

An invitation will be sent home to these students and 

their families.  The ceremony will be followed by af-

ternoon tea, prepared by Food Technology students 

and served in the College Library. 
 

Year 7 Family Phone Calls 
Each year, the College phones our Year 7 Families to 

see how their students have adjusted to attending Sec-

ondary College, how they are going at school and if 

there is anything else that we can do to help! This is a 

note to inform you that the phone calls will be taking 

place beginning Week 3 (27th July) – so stay tuned for 

your phone call!  
 

Fran Ibbott 

Community Liaison & Transition Manager 
 

Mobile Phones and Ipods 
The school understands that in today’s world, mobile 

phones and ipods are a fact of life for most students 

and families.  With the advantages of mobile phones 

and ipods however have come some disadvantages, 

especially in regard to their use in the class room.  
 

In the school context, mobile phones need to be 

switched off and be unseen, or kept in lockers during 

class time. Any home contact during school hours 

should be made through the office. It is not acceptable 

for students to text or ring home from their own mo-

biles during class time. If there is an urgent issue, stu-

dents can go to the office to make calls and we are 

then able to account for every students whereabouts, 

or assist students where needed. 
 

If phones are seen or heard in class, teachers will con-

fiscate the phone and take it to the office for safe keep-

ing where students can collect them at the end of the 

day. If phones are confiscated for a third time, only a 

parent will be able collect the phone. 
 

Camera phones at school pose special problems in 

relation to privacy issues. In the community, it is com-

monly understood that camera phones are banned from 

change rooms and police will be involved if images 

are taken and/or used without consent. This also ap-

plies to the school context. Taking images of other 

students or teachers without their permission is not 

only against school policy it is against the law and is a 

serious breach of privacy. Passing images on through 

texting or uploading them on the internet is also a 

breach of privacy. In some instances, this can be seen 

as a form of cyber bullying; as is the texting of hurtful 

messages. 

In the case of ipods, there will be some occasions 

where the teachers will allow ipod use for educational 

purposes, such as listening to podcasts on specific top-

ics. The general rule for ipod use however, is that they 

are not to be the used in class and should not be seen; 

including the head phones. Teachers will also confis-

cate ipods and place them in the office for collection at 

the end of the day if they are seen or used in class. 
 

We ask parents to discuss with their child, the appro-

priate use of mobile phones and ipods within the 

school context. We also remind parents that the school 

does not take responsibility for any personal and valu-

able items bought to the college. We thank you in ad-

vance for your support of these college guidelines. 
 

Karen Shiel 

Assistant Principal 
 

School Magazine Cover Design Competition 
At the end of term two a competition was held to de-

sign a cover for this year’s school magazine – Aquila. 

One prize was awarded for the People’s Choice and 

one for the entry selected by a judging panel. 
 

The winner of the People’s Choice prize (a Border’s 

voucher to the value of $50) was Simon Ashburner in 

Year 9. The judges vote went to Michelle Studd in 

Year 11, who as well as having her design on the 

cover of the magazine won the latest version of Adobe 

Photoshop CS4.  

Well done to our winners and many thanks to every-

one who participated! 
 

Arts Learning Area Team  
 

English News 
During Term Two, the English Learning Area ran a 

Haiku Poetry competition which allowed students in 

Years 7 and 8 to write for a prize – a huge block of 

Toblerone chocolate. Our Mini Saga competition, 

where students had to write a story in exactly fifty 

words, provided another opportunity to demonstrate 

their skills, as well as win a JB Hi Fi voucher. 
 

The winners of the Haiku Poetry competition were: 

Teresa Cascianelli  7A 

Jade White  7B 

Carrie-Anne Luck  7D 
 

Honourable Mentions were: 

Isaac Gamble  7A 

Jackie Surridge  7D 
 

The winner of the Mini Saga competition was: 

Sam Dekkers  8B 
 

Honourable Mentions were: 

Gabrielle Conner  7B 

Jayden Saggin-Hocking  7D 

Genevieve Brisbane  8B 

Matt Simmons  8B 
 

Congratulations to the winning entries as well as to all 

other students who participated. 
 

Christine Zygmunt 

English Coordinator 
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Sport News 
 

Term 3 Sport Dates 
Friday 24th July, State Cross Country 

Monday 27th July, Intermediate (Yr 9 & 10) Term 3 

Sport 

Monday 3rd August, Year 7 Semester 2 Sport 

Friday 7th-9th August, Victorian Volleyball Schools 

Cup 

Friday 7th August, Year 11 & 12 Boys Eastern Zone 

Basketball 

Friday 14th August, Monbulk College Athletics Carni-

val 

Friday 21st August , Year 7 Boys Eastern Zone Bad-

minton 

Thursday 27th August , Year 8 Semester 2 Sport   

Tuesday 1st September, District Athletics 
 

State Cross Country 
Good luck to Laura Westneat (12-13 Girls), Josh 

Fidanza (14 Boys) and Nick Keegan (15 Boys) who 

compete in the State Cross Country at Bundoora Park 

this Friday after their excellent efforts at the Eastern 

Zone event. 
 

Intermediate (Yr 9 & 10) Term 3 Sport 
This is on next Monday (27th July). Teams entered in 

table tennis, basketball and hockey. All students in-

volved must return their permission form to Mr Utting 

before Friday. Meet at the gym before home groups on 

the day. 
 

Year 7 Semester 2 Sport Day 
The next whole year 7 sport day is on Monday 3rd Au-

gust. Students have been put into a sport and will com-

pete against the other schools in our district. Permis-

sion forms have been handed out and need to be re-

turned by Monday 27th to Mr Utting or their P.E 

teacher (not office). All students need to play in their 

P.E uniform, although uniforms will be supplied for 

some sports e.g basketball singlets. Parents are wel-

come to come along and watch with competition time 

usually between 10am and 2pm. Venues are as fol-

lows: 

Basketball: Dandenong B’ball Stadium (90 G1) or 

Monash Uni (TBC) 

Volleyball: (boys) Monbulk College 

Volleyball: (girls) Upwey High 

Table Tennis :  Dandenong Table Tennis (90 E3) 
 

Victorian Volleyball Schools Cup 
…is not far away and all teams are excited and ready 

to go. I know all of our teams will do extremely well 

and have lots of fun. Good luck to all teams. It will be 

held from 7th -9th August at the State Volleyball Centre 

in Dandenong. Permission forms and money are due 

this Friday (24th). (Note: if you play for Yarra Ranges 

on Saturdays or have played for Victoria this year, you 

do not have to pay the Volleyball Victoria registration 

fee.)  More information about the tournament will be 

forwarded to all teams in the week leading up or when 

the draw becomes available.(Note: All teams will be 

bussed from school on the Friday, with own transport 

arrangements to occur on the Saturday and Sunday). 

Uniforms – I am still waiting for the new uniforms 

including playing tops, new boys shorts, bike shorts 

and libero tops for year 7’s and anyone else who 

needs / wants them. I have been promised that they 

will be here very soon (ie before Vic Schools). 
 

Monbulk College Athletics Carnival 
Date:             Friday 14th August   

Venue: Knox Athletics Track (Mel 73 D7) 
 

This is a whole College Sports Carnival. 
 

There are no classes at the College on this day and all 

students are expected to attend the carnival. Being a 

whole College event, permission forms do not need to 

be collected and does not cost the students any money. 
 

Students will train for the Athletics Carnival in their 

P.E classes and we are hoping for a good day with all 

students entering events on the day. House meetings 

will occur soon to discuss the day and organise relay 

teams. 
 

Steve Utting 

Sports Co-ordinator 
 

Health and PE News 

Mini Oxfam Event 
The students in year 10 Advance will be taking part in 

the Mini Oxfam this Wednesday and Thursday. Their 

challenge is to complete 50kms over 2 days in an ef-

fort to raise money for Oxfam. Each team of 4-5 walk-

ers raises $50 per team member totalling $200 - $250. 

Fund raising has already started and will continue after 

the event as well. The walking trail will follow a simi-

lar pathway to the 100km Oxfam event that passes 

through our local area each April.  
 

Early Morning Swim Training 
Students have started training at Monbulk pool from 

7.15 – 8am on Friday mornings. Training is open to all 

of the Advance students and any others who would 

like to improve their swimming fitness. The focus is 

on preparing students for the Bronze awards for life 

saving. See Ms Carn if you are interested. 
 

Fitness Testing Results 
Students from our College should be congratulated for 

their consistently high levels of achievement and im-

provement on the beep test. At each year level the vast 

majority of students improved their personal scores. A 

significant number of students also scored well into 

the outstanding category for aerobic capacity. Scores 

of 9 plus are regarded as excellent, scores above level 

10 are outstanding. 
 

The following results are of particular note: 

Year 7 

These students scored level 10 plus: 

Riley Hauser, Jess Keegan, Nathan Martens, Phil 

Freere, Shane Bryant, Zak Bulte, Mitch Branson, 

Laura Westneat, Carrie-Ann Luck, and Cayley 

Scott 

Year 9 

Josie Ball, Craig Manders, Bryce Lees, Steven 

Shankley, Chloe Burn (just under 10) 
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Year 10 

Devlin Golding, Aidan Lees, Kevin Davies, Hannah 

Delaney, Zoe Peterson, Neisha McLean, Ella 

Faragher, Jake Guelen, Brodie Leticq, James Stow-

ell. 

Overall for the girls Laura Westneat in year 7 has the 

top score of 12.0, for the boys Devlin Golding of year 

10 and Nick Keegan of year 9 are close on 15.2 and 

15.1 respectively. 
 

Program reminders 

¶ All PE classes will be spending time preparing for 

the College Athletics Carnival which takes place later 

this term. A reminder that participation on the day 

contributes to each students assessment. 

¶ Students and parents are reminded that PE change 

and runners must be worn for all practical classes. 

Runners should also be clean, particularly the soles as 

we are having  problems with keeping the floor clear 

of dust and mud.. 
 

Victorian Rogaining Championships 
Rogaining for those of who have not come across the 

sport before involves navigating your way through the 

bush in search of a series of control check points, it is 

similar to orienteering however usually involves cov-

ering much greater distances and consequently a 

longer period of time. Typically an event can go for 

anywhere up to 24 hours. 

In June this year students from our College took part 

in the Victorian event based at Linton. Jess 

Aschburner and Georgia Hocking competed success-

fully in the event. Well done girls. 
 

Year 10 Dance Evening 
Students had a great time at Dance Sport Kingdom in 

Lilydale late last term. They danced their way through 

a series of Latin and line dances. Monica, our instruc-

tor from the studio did a fabulous job selecting music 

and helping us through the steps. Congratulations to 

all involved it was a pleasure to work with you on the 

evening. Thanks are also extended our principal Mar-

garet Uren, Brock Mason and Steve Utting for assist-

ing with the event.  

Congratulations to Belle of the Ball, Emma Turner 

and Beau of the Ball, Jake Guelen.  
 

Year 9 Level 1 First Aid 
Students are reminded that on Wednesday 29th July the 

Level 1 First Aid course takes place from 9am – 3pm 

in the gym classroom. Forms should have been re-

turned by now. This is a recommended pre –requisite 

for those considering Advance for 2010. See Ms Carn 

for further details and check the Health PE noticeboard 

in the gym. 
 

Rose Carn, 

Health & PE Coordinator 
 

Year  7  

Celebration Day  
A big thank you to all the parents who attended the 

Year 7 Celebration Day at the commencement of last 

term.  It was a fantastic way to end the term and our 

students certainly seemed to enjoy sharing the College, 

their ‘new’ friendships and their teachers with you and 

their Primary School teachers.   
 

Healesville Sanctuary Excursion  
All Year 7 students will be attending Healesville 

Sanctuary on Wednesday 26th August. This excur-

sion has been planned to coincide with their unit on 

Endangered Species.  
 

During the excursion students will participate in a 

‘discovery’ session, which will be a valuable learning 

experience for this particular unit of work. It is ex-

pected that all students will attend.  
 

The cost of the excursion is $25.00. Students will be 

required to return their permission forms and money to 

the General Office by Friday 7th August. If any par-

ents are interested in attending the excursion, please 

contact Fiona McNair or Che Campbell at the College. 
 

Year 7 Eagles of Week  
 7A – Tim Scott-Sandvik 

 7B – Tayla Mathewson 

 7C – Jessica Horsburgh 

 7D – Jade Van Mourik 
 

Fiona McNair,  

Year 7 Coordinator 
 

Swinburne Making a Difference Project 
We worked with Swinburne University to create a 

project called the Making a Difference Project. It was 

an exciting project that allowed students to do some-

thing different and help out the community, by raising 

awareness and donating the funds we raised to a few 

foundations. 
 

A selection of students was chosen, by putting in a 

request of interest. We were put into allocated groups, 

to brainstorm ideas in which foundations we wanted to 

help out and raise money for. 
 

We wanted the chance to do something different than 

everyday school activities. With our Swinburne Uni 

mentors, we worked out ways to promote our causes 

and we were the ones in control of the project. 
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Our group’s topics included looking after Coldstream 

Animal Aid, Child Abuse (Australian Childhood 

Foundation, Alannah and Madeleine Foundation) and 

awareness for breast cancer (McGrath Foundation). 
 

The team’s final presentations were held at Swinburne 

University along with the students from Boronia 

Heights College. It was a great night, and everyone 

spoke very well. 
 

We learnt different ways to work in teams, and that 

every little bit of awareness counts. 
 

Congratulations to, Brigette Jones, Jaylee Stallan, 

Chloe Burn, Robert Conner, Tom Roger, Brody 

Green, Josh Christopoulos, Bryce Eble, Jade 

Mudie, Shea Ryan, Lachie Meadows, Jayden Faull, 

Matt Taylor, Connor Beattie, Lucie McGrath, 

Romy Schauble, Ella OôLoughlin, Lauren Salter, 

Kim Dôargent, Teyarna Campbell, Lachy Webb 

and Lochie Portbury for a fantastic job. 
 

A special thank you to our Swinburne mentors Steph, 

Nicole, Simone and Ryan. We couldn’t have done it 

without you guys. Thank you also to Ms. Shiel for 

making this project possible. 
 

By Brigette Jones and Joshua Christopoulos Year 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: Parent and Student Responsibilities 
Consistent and regular attendance is fundamental for 

student learning to progress. Students who miss days 

of school get behind in their school work and find it 

difficult to take up, and catch up, when they return. 

For this reason, school attendance is a major priority 

for schools and we are looking to work with our par-

ents/ care givers to ensure that everyone is clear on the 

importance of regular school attendance, their rights 

and responsibilities. 
 

The Department has recently released new guidelines 

for schools in regard to student attendance which need 

to be implemented fully by the start of 2010. These 

guidelines (Student Engagement Policy Guidelines) 

are overarched by the legal requirement that all stu-

dents must attend school full time until the age of 16. 

At Monbulk College in VCE, students must meet a 

ninety percent attendance requirement for satisfac-

tory completion. 

Whole Day Absence 

Parent and Student Responsibilities 
When a student is absent, the parents/carers are re-

quired to provide an explanation of the absence. This 

explanation should be received on the day of the 

absence by phone or email.  A written explanation 

must be forwarded to the school when the student 

returns.  
 

Early Leaving 

Parent and Student Responsibilities 
If a student needs to leave during the school day, a 

written note outlining the reason and time the student 

is to leave must be provided to the office. Students 

must also sign the Early Leavers Book. As the school 

has duty of care, no student can leave without a writ-

ten note (phone calls do not cover legal requirements).  
 

Late To School 

Parent and Student Responsibilities 
Parents are asked to provide a note or call if their child 

has a reason for being late to school. Students who are 

late must sign the Late Book. If they don’t they will 

be recorded as absent for the whole day. If students are 

late without a satisfactory reason they will receive 

detentions from their coordinator. 
 

School Responsibilities 
The school is required to contact home if within 3 days 

of the initial absence a suitable explanation for the 

absence is not provided by a parent or care giver.  

If, following contact via letter or email, the parents/

carers’ explanation is received, the accurate cause of 

absence will be recorded on the school data base. If 

there has been no response or satisfactory explanation 

provided within 10 school days of the initial absence, 

the absence will be recorded as an unexplained ab-

sence and will also be noted in the student’s file. 
 

We hope that working together in this way we can 

ensure that parents and students value the importance 

of regular school attendance, the good habits it estab-

lishes for adult life and the positive impact it has on 

helping students learn every day. 
 

Attached to this newsletter is a full sheet of Student 

Absence Notes for your convenience. 

 

Karen Shiel, 

Assistant Principal 

 

Free Dress Day - Thursday July 23 
Loud Shirt Day will be this Thursday, July 23rd in 

aid of children without hearing. 
 

(Wear your brightest, colourful shirt/top) 

Bring a gold coin donation for the privilege of 

wearing free dress. 
 

There will also be a BBQ at lunchtime on the day 

under the sails outside the Food room  
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